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‘A fool with a tool is still a fool’





Minimally Invasive Surgery for 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease: A 

Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of 
Robotic Versus Laparoscopic Surgical 

Techniques

Zaman S, Mohamedahmed A, Abdelrahman W, Abdalla H, Wuheb A, Talaat Isa M, Yassin N

11 non-randomised trials (n=5568)
Operating time L<R
Conversion L=R
Complications* L=R
Length of stay L>R

*Anastomotic leak, abscess, wound infection
Ileus, re-operation





Ileocaecal Crohn’s Disease



Crohn’s mesentery



Type of anastomosis

• Stapled side-to-side anastomoses in small-bowel or ileocolic resections for CD 

• Kono-S anastomosis may be ‘an alternative’ surgical approach to other types of 

anastomoses after ileocecal resection including isoperistaltic 



Stitch 1 - Back wall suture



Stitch 1 - Back wall suture

Enterotomy and staple



Stitch 1 - Back wall suture Enterotomy and staple

Stitch 2 - Close enterotomy



Stitch 1 - Back wall suture Enterotomy and staple

Stitch 2 - Close enterotomy

Run up the anterior staple line



Stitch 1 - Back wall suture Enterotomy and staple

Stitch 2 - Close enterotomy Run up the anterior staple line

Stitch 1- reinforce enterotomy



Other Considerations



Surgery for Ulcerative Colitis



Ulcerative colitis – Subtotal Colectomy





Ileoanal pouch surgery





Robotic restorative 
proctocolectomy 

Anal cuff measurement i.e. level of rectotomy





Robotic restorative 
proctocolectomy 



RiSSA

• N=20 (now 60)

• Various morbidities

• 1 clinical leak 
(pouch failure)



Take away messages

• Robotic applications in IBD surgery appear safe, feasible and seem 
broadly similar to laparoscopy

• Laparoscopy remains the standard for minimally invasive IBD surgery 
but robotics may offer advantages for complex pelvic or re-do 
procedures

 



Thank you
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