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Rectal Cancer 

▪ Therapy for locally advanced rectal cancer include 
radiotherapy, chemotherapy and surgery

▪ While cure is frequently achieved , radiotherapy and 
surgery have life-long consequences



QoL impairment after tri-modality therapy 

• Colostomy

• Faecal incontinence

• Infertility

• Sexual dysfunction

• Urinary dysfunction













Neoadjuvant immunotherapy – pros 
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MSKCC study 

















Most Common AEs
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▪ In July 2026 , the trial met its primary endpoint by achieving a 

durable rate of sustained cCR at 12 month 

▪   This confirms that a significant portion of patients remained 

completely free of disease for 1 year

▪ Patients were able to avoid standard chemotherapy , 

radiotherapy and surgery

































Conclusions

• Imperative to test for MSI-H/dMMR in patients 

with localised rectal  cancer at diagnosis

• Immunotherapy results in cCR in most of the 

patients

• Immunotherapy has the potential to spare 

patients from surgery , radiotherapy and 

chemotherapy 

• Immunotherapy is tolerable   





• Is there any role for ADT alone ?

• ADT + NHT or Chemotherapy 
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