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Concerns about rapid introduction…

• Different anatomic approach

• Inefficient technical platforms

• COMPLEX Procedure

• Skill Set

• Limited safety data published

• Inadequate clinical experience to judge

• No longterm outcomes – no RCT 

• Guidelines / Patient selection

• Training pathway
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Structured TaTME Training Pathway

Picture courtesy J. Knol
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Lee et al. Surg endoscopy 2018

Composite endpoint 
“high quality TME”

No CRM <1, no DRM+, & 

(near) complete specimen

Only TaTME LARTaTME LAR & APE

4551

Experienced - High Volume Surgeons MIS

“ Godfathers “ of TAMIS
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TaTME Case Selection

• PME

• Males 

• Low tumors below 5-6 cm

• Anterior tumors (clearance?)

• Bulky tumors

• post radiation

• Single surgeon initiative

• unproctored

• TME

• Women > Man

• 6-10cm AV

• Posterior > Anterior

• T1-T2

• (no nRCT)

• 2- Team operating

• Proctored
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Predicted risk for pCRM+
 

 cT1-3-stage cT4-stage 

EMVI on MRI CRM on MRI Tumor >1cm ARJ Tumor ≤1cm ARJ Tumor >1cm ARJ Tumor ≤1cm ARJ 

  2%  3%  3%  5%  3%  5%  6%  10%  

  3%  4%  6%  9%  5%  9%  11%  17%  

  3%  5%  6%  10%  5%  9%  12%  18% 

  5%  8%  10%  16%  9%  15% 19%  28%  

  not Anterior Anterior not Anterior Anterior not Anterior Anterior not Anterior Anterior 

N = 2653
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Predicted risk for pCRM+

Case selection learning curve

Intensified neo-adjuvant therapy

Extended TME / Beyond TME

 

 cT1-3-stage cT4-stage 

EMVI on MRI CRM on MRI Tumor >1cm ARJ Tumor ≤1cm ARJ Tumor >1cm ARJ Tumor ≤1cm ARJ 

  2%  3%  3%  5%  3%  5%  6%  10%  

  3%  4%  6%  9%  5%  9%  11%  17%  

  3%  5%  6%  10%  5%  9%  12%  18% 

  5%  8%  10%  16%  9%  15% 19%  28%  

  not Anterior Anterior not Anterior Anterior not Anterior Anterior not Anterior Anterior 
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Equal steps A -> B

Avoid Spiralling
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Equal steps A -> B

• Gauze + Wall tension

• Avoid to much suture 

inside

• In = Out

• Position Needle early !

• Rotate TO MIDDLE

• Avoid Tissue injury
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Equal steps A -> B

Avoid Too many steps & Close 

Tight

Use Monofilament 0 – not 2/0

Check pursestring !!
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Standardised
technique
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Wall Tension Crucial 

(15-20mmHg)

2-3 cm area : go FT

Hook around : leave no muscle 

behind
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Acute Posterior Angle

Aim for Pelvic Floor as 

reference

Avoid big “pushes” -

movements

Posterior

Anterior

Laterally
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Pull towards you & Down

No FAT anterior

Female : more floppy plane

Male : Ant/Post Denonvilliers

11 & 1 o’clock : NV bundles

Complete Lateral
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TATME DISSECTION TIPS

DONUTS !!
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Carefull identification of TME plane

• post of midline > ant > lat [ SLEEVE ]

• avoid early connection with abdomen

• recognise WRONG plane – Halo sign

Bernardi et al. Techn Coloproctol 2016 rdcu.be/kGjo
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Rerversed Coning !!

Bleeding

Different colour/consitancy FAT

Denuded Muscle
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TATME CONCERNS : REVERSE CONING

If going outside Waldeyer’s fascia into the lateral pelvic
compartments→ too wide dissection→ injury NV bundles / 
sidewall / membranous urethra
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Bleeding

Fluffy fat

Striated Muscle

Bleeding

Fluffy fat

Striated Muscle
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Picture courtesy J. Knol23rd Annual Conference ESCRS | August 2022
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Take home message

Good and safe & potential better
• High volume 
• High experience with Lap/TAMIS
• Training pathway with proctoring
• Appropriate case selection

Poor outcome & potential worse
If not met the above

→ Careful implementation and audit of data 
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roelhompes@gmail.com

r.hompes@amsterdamumc.nl
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