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Components of Manuscript

Components

IntroductionAbstract Methods Results = Discussion&
Conclusion

Desk Review Statistical Review Expert Review 
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Question to be Answered

NCCN v.3 2018: MS-16

Aim Question

Background Gap in Info

Cannot publish what is not needed

Essential
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Main Outcome Measure

NCCN v.3 2018: MS-16

Methods Design

Statistics Measure

Design and statistics fit the question

Essential
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Medicine (Baltimore). 2018 
Jul;97(28):e11410. doi: 
10.1097/MD.00000000000114
10.
The application of transanal
total mesorectal excision for 
patients with middle and low 
rectal cancer: A systematic 
review and meta-analysis.
Hu D1, Jin P1,2, Hu L1,2, Liu 
W1,2, Zhang W1, Guo T1, Yang 
X1.

Population Cohort
(propensity matched 

score)
Normal

Sleep 
Disturbed

Calcium Level low 23% 33%

Albumin 28 27

Duration of Dialysis
(months)

37 42

Risk of Sleep Disturbance in Renal 
Dialysis Patients 

Low calcium 
↑ risk of sleep 

disturbance
DO YOU BELIEVE IT?
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Gjersvik P, Gulbrandsen P, 
Aasheim ET, Nylenna M. Poor 
title--poor manuscript? Tidsskr 
Nor Laegeforen. 2013 Dec 
10;133(23-24):2475-7. English, 
Norwegian. doi: 
10.4045/tidsskr.13.1077. 
PMID: 24326496.

Poor Title leads to Rejection
of Manuscript (Odd Ratio)

8.2

4.6

1

Percentage
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Ehara S, Takahashi K. Reasons 
for rejection of manuscripts 
submitted to AJR by 
international authors. AJR Am 
J Roentgenol. 2007 
Feb;188(2):W113-6. doi: 
10.2214/AJR.06.0448. PMID: 
17242215.

Rejection  by Country of Manuscript 
(AJR)

73.4

57.7

54.2

45

42.3

42.2

Percentage
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1120

Submitted

65.6%

%

Rejected



Link AM. US and non-US 
submissions: an analysis of 
reviewer bias. JAMA. 1998 Jul 
15;280(3):246-7. doi: 
10.1001/jama.280.3.246. 
PMID: 9676670.

Reviewer Bias: US vs Non-US 
Manuscripts ( JAMA )

US  manuscripts 2355
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US reviewers: US > Non-US (P .001)

US reviewers: Ranked US > Non-US papers (P .001)

Non-US reviewers: Ranked US>Non-US papers (P .09)

Non-US  manuscripts 1297



Bahadoran Z, Mirmiran P, 
Kashfi K, Ghasemi A. Scientific 
Publishing in Biomedicine: 
How to Choose a Journal? Int J 
Endocrinol Metab. 2020 Nov 
25;19(1):e108417. doi: 
10.5812/ijem.108417.

Reed H, Dehn RW, Bushardt
RL. Reasons for unsuccessful 
research submissions to 
JAAPA. JAAPA. 2022 May 
1;35(5):54-56. doi: 
10.1097/01.JAA.0000824948.3
1791.0b.

Koli PG, Kulkarni A, Shetty YC. 
Evaluation of Issues Affecting 
Time Between Study 
Completion, Manuscript 
Submission, Acceptance, and 
Publication in Medical 
Journals. Cureus. 2022 Mar 
15;14(3):e23184. doi: 
10.7759/cureus.23184.
Søreide K, Winter DC. Global 
survey of factors influencing 
choice of surgical journal for 
manuscript submission. 
Surgery. 2010 Apr;147(4):475-
80. doi: 
10.1016/j.surg.2009.10.042. 
Epub 2009 Dec 11.

Journal Characteristics
Manuscript 

Characteristics

Scientific Prestige 62% Scope

Performance (ISI) 61% Novelty

Publishing model 
(open access vs subscription)

Intrinsic value

Acceptance possibility Sound methods

Specialty Impact

Choice of Journal Determines 
Rejection

Choosing ↑ ISI & with↑ issues
➡︎➡︎➡︎

↓chance of publication 
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Bahadoran Z, Mirmiran P, 
Kashfi K, Ghasemi A. Scientific 
Publishing in Biomedicine: 
How to Choose a Journal? Int J 
Endocrinol Metab. 2020 Nov 
25;19(1):e108417. doi: 
10.5812/ijem.108417. PMID: 
33815519; PMCID: 
PMC8010430.

Reed H, Dehn RW, Bushardt
RL. Reasons for unsuccessful 
research submissions to 
JAAPA. JAAPA. 2022 May 
1;35(5):54-56. doi: 
10.1097/01.JAA.0000824948.3
1791.0b. PMID: 35421874.

Reason %

Methodology flawed 55.4

Scope 42.9

Poor writing quality 17.9

Guideline non-adherence 3.6

Lack of novelty 3.6

Decline to revise manuscript 1.8

Choice of Journal Determines 
Rejection (JAAPA)

Employ
Statistician 

Editor
Senior Author
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73.7%



Bahadoran Z, Mirmiran P, 
Kashfi K, Ghasemi A. Scientific 
Publishing in Biomedicine: 
How to Choose a Journal? Int J 
Endocrinol Metab. 2020 Nov 
25;19(1):e108417. doi: 
10.5812/ijem.108417. PMID: 
33815519; PMCID: 
PMC8010430.

Reed H, Dehn RW, Bushardt 
RL. Reasons for unsuccessful 
research submissions to 
JAAPA. JAAPA. 2022 May 
1;35(5):54-56. doi: 
10.1097/01.JAA.0000824948.3
1791.0b. PMID: 35421874.

Reason %

Plagiarism 11.1

Double publication 7.7

Poor draft 6.7

Data fabrication 5.7

Black listed author 1.1

Unethical 0.57

Ethics Determines Acceptance
(J Clin Diag Res)

Journals ask for the Data 
sheet and run back check 

on the authors
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57.9%



Br J Surg. 2016 
Apr;103(5):600-6. doi: 
10.1002/bjs.10099. Epub 2016 
Feb 10.
Propensity score-matched 
outcomes analysis of the liver-
first approach for synchronous 
colorectal liver metastases.
Welsh FK1, Chandrakumaran
K1, John TG1, Cresswell AB1, 
Rees M1.

Plagiarism vs. Quote

24%
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Okike K, Kocher MS, 
Nwachukwu BU, Mehlman CT, 
Heckman JD, Bhandari M. The 
fate of manuscripts rejected 
by The Journal of Bone and 
Joint Surgery (American 
Volume). J Bone Joint Surg Am. 
2012 Sep 5;94(17):e130. doi: 
10.2106/JBJS.L.00078. PMID: 
22992859.

Holliday EB, Yang G, Jagsi R, 
Hoffman KE, Bennett KE, Grace 
C, Zietman AL. Fate of 
manuscripts rejected from the 
Red Journal. Int J Radiat Oncol 
Biol Phys. 2015 Jan 1;91(1):3-
10. doi: 

Fate after Rejection

Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery
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918 manuscripts rejected

75.8% Accepted: lower ISI journals <5 yrs

Reasons for re-rejection

Asia & Middle East Author: Woman

Author gave up 51.4%



Arrogance & Pride Angers the 
Reviewer

Answer completely

Answer with evidence 
and citations 
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76%

27%

2 Yrs

ANSWER WITHOUT EMOTIONAL OVERTONES

Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery



Lee KP, Boyd EA, Holroyd-
Leduc JM, Bacchetti P, Bero
LA. Predictors of publication: 
characteristics of submitted 
manuscripts associated with 
acceptance at major 
biomedical journals. Med J 
Aust. 2006 Jun 
19;184(12):621-6. doi: 
10.5694/j.1326-
5377.2006.tb00418.x. PMID: 
16803442.j.ijrobp.2014.10.003
. PMID: 25835616.

Predictors of Acceptance (Med J Aust)
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N=1107
Odds Ratio

of Acceptance
P-value

Sound Methods
1.39

(95% CI, 1.16-1.67)
0.001

RCT
2.4

(95% CI,1.21-4.80)
-

Descriptive/Qualitative 
Analysis

2.85
(95% CI, 1.51-5.37)

-

From the same country 
of the journal

1.99
(95% CI, 1.44-3.46)

-



Grod ON, Budden AE, 
Tregenza T, Koricheva J, Leimu 
R, Aarssen LW, Lortie CJ. 
Systematic variation in 
reviewer practice according to 
country and gender in the field 
of ecology and evolution. PLoS 
One. 2008 Sep 12;3(9):e3202. 
doi: 
10.1371/journal.pone.000320
2. PMID: 18787653; PMCID: 
PMC2527679.

Time to Review (PLoS One)

Submission to first review 8 weeks
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Submission to publication 12 weeks

Review time: Europeans>North American

Review:  Women > men

Men: ↑ Rejection Woman ↓Rejection

Author gave up 51.4%



ETHICS: STEM CELL TRACHEA TRANSPLANT

Paolo Macchiarini

Karolinska
Institute
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STEM CELL TRACHEA TRANSPLANT
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STEM CELL TRACHEA TRANSPLANT

Paolo Macchiarini

He unfortunately lied and fooled 
even the best medical journals, scientific community,

Reputable Nobel Prize Center of Excellence 
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STEM CELL TRACHEA TRANSPLANT

Paolo Macchiarini

Karolinska Institute Vice-Chancellor fired
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STEM CELL TRACHEA TRANSPLANT

Ethics in Science 
Must be observed
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Lancet Repeats again: COVID-19
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NEJM: COVID-19
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Must address a 
gap in the 
literature

Formulate a 
statistical Question 
to Answer

Conclusions

Use a Statistician 
and use the right 

method
Keep the data set and 

analyze it properly Use Reference 
Software

Copyedit with an 
English native

Collaborate with a 
senior researcher

Consult with
Reviewers

23rd Annual Meeting ESCP - Cairo, Egypt
InterContinental Citystars, 31 Aug - 2 Sept 2022


